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OF 


CAMEROONS 


COMMITTEE OF AFRICAN ORGANISATIONS 
200 GOWER STREET, 
LONDON, N.W.1 


PREFACE 


THIS DOCUMENT is addressed to international public opinion, so that 
from the facts given people can decide whether the principles of 
democracy and peace, which inspired the authors of the U.N. Charter, 
have been applied in the Cameroons—a trust territory. 


France, although a country with a great tradition of liberalism and 
democracy, has systematically introduced fascism and dictatorship into 
this African country, through her local representatives. 


Will France, who fought against Nazism, remain forever silent about 
the crimes against humanity committed every day in our country, and 
in her name ? Will she sacrifice her great traditions and world-wide 
prestige by supporting a Government which is totally rejected by our 
people ? 

More important, will the West continue to undermine their position 
in Africa by giving full approval to a policy of repression and 
extermination ? 

At a time when there is talk of easing international tension—of a 
thaw—are the West going to make the Cameroons the centre of the 
cold war by giving their support to Ahidjo’s dictatorship ? 


Will the United Nations allow democracy to be crushed and negotia- 
tion by peaceful methods replaced by force and repression ? Will the 
U.N., whose purpose is to safeguard the right to self-determination of all 
peoples, give tacit consent to dictatorship ? 


These are the questions that are posed in this booklet. 


The people of France must say whether or not they accept and 
endorse the policies of repression that Xavier Torre (French High 
Commissioner in the Cameroons) is carrying out in their name. The 
West will have to state whether they intend to support France in her 
policy of oppression in Africa for no other reason than that of the 
Atlantic Alliance, and the U.N. must also take a stand since it is an 
organisation designed to maintain peace in the world and is morally 
responsible for the future and the safety of our people. 


The future attitude of our people will depend largely on the stand 
that the West takes now towards our national struggle for liberty and 
self-determination. 


FELIx-ROLAND Movumir, President, U.P.C. 
Conakry, 11th September, 1959. 
Z 


INTRODUCTION 


La Question, published in 1958, revealed the French resort to 
the use of violence (reminiscent of the Nazis) to elicit information from 
Algerian prisoners of war. A year later, the publication of Gangrene 
carried the spectre further and showed that such brutalities and torture 
have not been limited to the scene of war. That, like a cankerworm, it 
has spread from Algeria to Metropolitan France. 


This booklet, a translation from the original French text, deals with 
the same problem of ill-treatment, torture and even barbarism, but in a 
far wider context than previous publications. Firstly we have tried to 
present to the world public what goes for French Trusteeship in the 
Cameroons under the Ahidjo (the Prime Minister) puppet Government. 
That, contrary to the impression France has tried to convey to the 
world with its almost successful blackout of news over the Cameroons, 
the present ‘‘ government ” of the Cameroons does only not enjoy the 
support of the people, but it is entirely maintained by French bayonets. 
This fact, which has forced the 13,000 French citizens in the Cameroons 
to make representations, in October 1959, to the French Government 
pleading that the world should be informed of the true situation, was 
earlier accepted by M. Max Clos of the pro-Government newspaper, 
Le Figaro when he stated in an article—Upsurge of Terrorism in the 
Cameroons—in August 1959, that “ at the present time the fight against 
terrorism and the protection of the population are almost exclusively 
assured by soldiers of the French Army and the police from the 
Metropole’. 


Secondly, we have endeavoured to make people realise that the © 
present widespread policy of repression and extermination, which has its 
genesis in the use of violence and torture, both in Vietminh and 
Algeria, has now taken the better part of Frenchmen (involved in 
maintaining the French Community), so much so that the pattern of 
administration throughout the Community is now almost based on a 
deliberate use of force. 


Thirdly, in going further than Mr. Peter Benenson in his introduction 
to Gangrene, we not only reject the use of torture and such archaic 
barbarisms like public executions but the very basis of both the 
Algerian war and the dangerous situation created in the Cameroons as a 
direct result of French colonial and imperial greed. Our purpose is not to 
argue the case for or against the use of torture to extract information 
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from colonial war prisoners, but to present to the world the real 
picture of the present state of affairs in the Cameroons under French 
administration. 


And finally, to remind the reader that the solution to the problem 
of the French Cameroons cannot be separated from the whole problem 
which has led to the present balkanisation of its people to soothe the 
whims and caprices of certain imperial powers. 


¥ * * 


Unlike most African countries, the Cameroons have had the rare 
but unfortunate experience of three different colonial masters. In the 
words of one of their leaders, the people of the Cameroons “ have been 
buffeted about in the last three-quarters of a century, by the conflicts, 
the ambitions, the bargaining, the political philosophies—or should one 
say civilising European missions, who have always come out solely for 
the interests of their own countries. The procession has been an 
interesting one and we have seen with great interest nations bargaining 
with each other, making peace with each other, making war with each 
other . . . turning the peoples governments into puppets and 
ordering the lives of the Cameroonian people according to their economic 
theories and blueprints’. 


In 1885, at the Berlin Conference, or to be more accurate, at the end 
of the Scramble for Africa when partition amongst the European 
nations was affected without the consent or even consultation of our 
peoples, the Cameroons fell under the Germans who ruled her until the 
middle of World War I when she fell to the Allied Forces. Flanked on 
all sides by the British and French possessions, the two imperial 
powers took over until the end of hostilities when the newly-formed 
League of Nations placed the Cameroons under Mandating Status, 
with France and Britain confirmed as the Administrating Authorities 
respectively, of 4/Sth and 1/5th of the entire territory. 


World War II saw both the end of the League of Nations, and 
technically, the end of the Mandate. The Mandatory Powers voluntarily 
placed the territory under the Trusteeship of the United Nations in 1946, 
but without any physical change in the sphere of influence. From this 
time onwards, the division of the Cameroonian peoples became more 
pronounced and more complicated. The end of the war witnessed the 
beginning of the general clamour for independence throughout the 
Continent thereby forcing the imperial powers to re-orientate their 
attitudes towards the mass of our peoples. The British quickly and 
hypocritically changed their Empire to a Commonwealth of Nations, 
where the wealth is far from being common but rather geared to com- 
plement that of the Metropolis. The French, with not much taste for 
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duplicity—which respectfully goes for diplomacy—continued with their 
policy of “‘ integration” ; they came out with a crude set-up, called the 
French Community, which all their colonies and trust territories must 
either join or become fully independent. A chance successfully taken by 
Guinea to completely rid herself, and her peoples, of the shackles of 
colonialism and imperialism. 


The 5 million people of the Cameroons—3} million and 14 million 
respectively under French and British administration—without much 
choice, were forced to dance to the different tunes called by these 
imperial powers. To appreciate the present position in the Cameroons, 
we must have a brief analysis of the different trends in the colonial 
policies of these aforementioned imperial powers. It is now abundantly 
clear that though there is a difference in international status between a 
colony and a Trust Territory, the metropolitan administrative policy has 
always been the same in all these countries. 


Let us declare from the outset, and without any equivocation, that 
contrary to what certain colonial powers would make us believe, 
colonialism has not changed as regards its purpose. What we are 
witnessing in the majority of countries where “ independence ”’ has 
been granted is a change in the means of achieving the primary objective 
correctly described by Lord Frederick Lugard, perhaps the greatest of 
empire builders, in his Dual Mandate: 


“It is, moreover, also of great moment that the British democracy, 
faced with problems which portend great changes in our social 
organisation, should understand the relation which our overseas 
dependencies bear to the economic well-being of this country—how 
vital to our industrial life are the products of the tropics, and its 
markets for our manufacturers.” 


How much more true even today ? Yes, this was and still is the sole 
basis of colonialism. 


* * * 


The British, with 1/5th of the Cameroons under their trust, found it 
very convenient administratively (from their economic, political and 
military interests), because of the common boundary shared between 
her Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria, and the Trust Territory, to 
integrate the two administrations into one of Nigeria and the Cameroons. 
And from then onwards, the entire history of that part of the Cameroons 
under the British Government has followed the pattern laid down by the 
political developments in Nigeria. Regionalism (or, to be more appro- 
priate Tribalism) which is the political norm of most Nigerian leaders, 
has inflicted a great blow even on this 1/5th of the Cameroonian people. 
Today the northern section is now being administered as part of the 
Northern Region of Nigeria, whilst the remaining southern part has been 
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offered ‘‘ independence ” after it has decided, through a Plebiscite under 
U.N. supervision, whether it would opt out of the Federation of 
Nigeria, or join the other part of the Cameroons under the French 
Trusteeship. Therefore, with Nigeria at the threshold of political 
independence, the British Trusteeship could be summarised as 
follows. The northern half must now decide, through a plebiscite— 
with franchise limited to adult males because, according to the Muslim 
rulers of northern Nigeria, it would be contrary to the tenets of Islam 
for women to enjoy the same rights as men—whether they would like 
to continue under the same administration.* The southern part, 
which in the past few years had been a region within the Federation of 
Nigeria, has now, through its leaders, decided to continue under British 
Trusteeship for another two years when they would be in a better 
position to make up their minds. Without doubt, there is no more 
ludicrous situation than this. This leads us to the real subject of the 
present booklet—the 34 million Cameroonian people under the 
French Trusteeship. 


The French, with their deep and fervent desire for logic, and con- 
sequently more prone to violent reaction, declared for the political and 
economic integration to the Metropole of their “‘ dependencies ”. The 
hallowness of this blatant imperialism dawned on them as a rude shock 
with their defeat in Indo-China, rapidly followed by the successes of the 
National Independence Movements of the North African countries. 
The present heroic struggle of the Algerian peoples, which saw the 
collapse of the 4th Republic, also witnessed the revision of the idea of 
“‘Frenchisation ””’. Integration gave way to the French Community. 
Indeed a direct political and economic unity gave way to different 
independent autonomous countries within the French Community. 
To the French leaders, who are well aware of the fact that their claim 
to a world power has always been based on their overseas possessions, 
the present African Movements must be contained. The limit must be 
within the French Community to which the entire future of 
France is tied. This explains the emotional and violent outbursts of 
French politicians at any attempt to make them accept the inevitability. 
They know, and even feel that power is slipping out of their hands. 
They realise that the Community is still-born. Yet it must be nurtured, 
caressed and pampered in order to give it an air of reality and life. 
France must have the H-bomb to establish her claim as a world power. 
De Gaulle must meet Khrushchev to demonstrate—France’s inherent 
right as a world power. And finally, their possessions must be maintained 
to provide the economic side of the triangle. All opposition—within or 
outside France—must be crushed or ignored to maintain this world of 


make-believe. 
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It is only when this is borne in mind that we can understand the 
stubborn stand of France to proceed with atomic bomb tests in the 
Sahara, despite the world-wide protests and the present moves towards 
world peace. It is only then that we can reconcile France’s apparent 
sabotage of the easing of world tension and the invitation to the Soviet 
leader. And it is only then that we can realise the dipper meaning of the 
French Prime Minister’s declaration that ‘‘ Algeria is the soul of 
France”; that the honour and prestige of France are involved in the 
Algerian war, that defeat in Algeria is the end to the Community. 
Every patriot must fight for the honour, prestige and soul of France— 
the Community. All those that oppose it are enemies of France and must 
therefore be crushed ruthlessly. You must either fall in line or be 
trampled underfoot. It is the pursuit of this will-o-the-wisps of 
France’s already extinct greatness which has led to the present political 
stalemate both within France and the Community. 


We therefore have a curious situation in the where Cameroons 
under French Trusteeship the Ahidjo Government enjoys neither the 
support of the Cameroonian people nor the sympathy of the entire 
African Continent as contained in the resolution of the All African 
People’s Conference. Today the Cameroons, to a greater degree than 
Nyasaland, is a Military State ruled by decrees, where all modern 
values are brushed aside in a blind and mad desire to maintain the 
Community. The tragedy of Hola dwindles into insignificance in the 
face of the public executions which are now common in the Cameroons. 
Casualties are mounting. The only hope for peace is the recognition of 
the true representatives of the people as could be determined in free 
elections, under U.N. supervision. 


It is indeed a greater tragedy, that a Republic such as France, founded 
on the principles of freedom, liberty and fraternity, should end in- 
gloriously crowned with crimes of brutalities, barbarism and torture. 
Let France, even at this late stage, depart from this disastrous folly 
which, added to the Algerian war and the impending atomic tests in the 
Sahara, has worsened the relations between her and the great masses 
of our people. 


ALAO AKA BASHORUN. 
London, November, 1959. 


RAPE OF CAMEROONS 
World public opinion is not fully aware of the cruelty and suppression 


endured by the people of the Cameroons over the past four years. 


It is up to the reader to judge whether France is correctly carrying out 


the role assigned to her, through the U.N., by the people of the world. 


France, apparently, has her own interpretation of U.N. Trusteeship, 


an interpretation which any decent human being will find hard to 


swallow after reading this brief outline of the democracy and liberty 
offered to the African. Here you will read how the courageous 
Cameroonians refuse to submit to the dictates of French colonialists, 


despite the beatings, tortures and humiliation inflicted upon them. 


General Situation 


Let us examine the events which occurred in the two main towns of 
the country, Douala, the largest port, and Yaounde, the capital, in the 
middle of 1959. This will indicate what is happening throughout the 
country, particularly in the Mungo and Bamileke regions where the 
revolution is highly organised. Ahidjo himself, on his return from the 
13th Session of the U.N. General Assembly, threatened publicly that he 
would ‘‘ burst the abcess ’’* in these two regions. 


But do M. Ahidjo and his puppet Government think they can 
continually deceive the people of the world through the U.N. where, 
with his tongue in his cheek he dares to present the situation as being 
‘‘ calm ”’, when he takes extreme measures even to conceal his departures 
from and arrivals to the country. 


Would it not appear then, that free U.N.-supervised elections before 
** independence ”’ if granted in January 1960 might well mean that this 
gallant gentleman (France’s version of a good African Prime Minister) 
would quickly disappear from the scene of a democratically elected 
government ? 


* Presse du Kamerun, 9-11 May, 1959. 


Or are the Cameroonians going to have France’s rifle-shot democracy: 
“You have the right to give the correct password, but if you don’t 
know what it is by now it’s too bad for you ?”’ 


After 40 years of French protection theie is only one lawyer in the 
Cameroons. The Government has, believe it or not, gone to the extent 
of promising to set up 4 Courts of Appeal as a measure of legal reform. 
But such Courts will be composed entirely of French magistrates, now 
serving in the Cameroons, who would simply be promoted to higher 
positions. The Government promised to create a Cameroonian Bar, 
which in fact would increase the obstacles facing young Cameroonians 
wishing to enter the legal profession, as time spent under foreign 
instruction will not always be recognised and they would have to pass an 
examination under French magistrates in the Cameroons. None of 
them would be elected by the Law Society, even if they had practiced 
abroad for 10 years, as a candidate would have to have had five years 
practice in the Cameroons. Thus, after five years of nominal indepen- 
dence, the Bar will be entirely composed of Frenchmen. This is a direct 
result of the project outlined by the Cameroonian Ministry of Justice 
which stipulated that it would be necessary to be French to qualify for 
the Bar in the Cameroons. 


The Ahidjo Government promised administrative reforms and recent- 
ly selected Cameroonian Prefects and Junior Prefects to carry them out. 
With French administrators still in control of the Regions and districts, 
such Prefects are mere figureheads with no power whatsoever. 


Every day there are press reports of an attempt being made on 
someone’s life. Even Ahidjo, on his return from Paris where he had 
talks with General de Gaulle and President Eisenhower, decided to 
conceal his arrival back home. 


At Douala the curfew begins at 9 p.m. Streets are lit all night in Giono. 
It is impossible to enter the Port of Wouri, near Douala, without 
carrying a pass. The French Community enforces this curfew by using 
gunmen especially flown from Tchad, north of the Cameroons. 


Bonaberi, a town near Douala, is out of bounds. In 20 out of 22 
regions, since the return of Ahidjo from the U.N. on 27th May, civil 
liberties have been suspended by a Public Order proclamation which 
gives the French Regional Commissioners the right to arrest anyone 
who, in their view, is considered a danger to “ public security ” or, as 
they put it, to “ national unity ”. 


While the situation was presented to the U.N. as “calm’’, the 
pro-Government Presse du Kamerun gave the following report of 
activities in Hungo : 


“‘ During recent operations six terrorists have been killed. A certain 
number were wounded and have gone to the British zone for treatment. 
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It is important to note, and to congratulate, those who spared neither 
time nor pains to help obtain these good results. For a month they have 
been at the breaches day and night. In particular we must mention 
M. Charoy of the Security and M. Bepather, a Special Commissioner 
who paid for his courage with his life, M. Babon, a sergeant in charge of 
Nkongsamba, M. Rault in Loum, M. Ilazera in Mbanga, M. Ebanda, a 
postmaster in Melong and M. Cot, Police Commissioner in Nkong- 
samba.” 


¢ 


Five of the seven mentioned as having led the “ operations ’’are 
members of the French military and police forces. In the same issue, the 
newspaper published further details of the attempts made on the lives 
of Sidi Gabriel from Penja, a Government supporter, and a guard at 


Nkongsamba. At the funeral of M. Bepather, the Police Commissioner . 


killed on the Befang Road, the Government was represented. 


Realising the strategic importance of an economic boycott, revolu- 
tionary forces, with the full support of the people, block transport of 
goods. The state of insecurity on the roads leading into Douala itself 
is So great that at times it is impossible to find basic foods in the Douala 
markets. As it is no longer safe to travel in the country, road transport 
drivers have not thought it worthwhile to renew their insurance 
policies. As a result 100 Cameroonian workers and 4 French employees 
are being laid off by the Port authorities. 


French magistrates who have become disgusted with the Govern- 
ment’s policy asked to be relieved of their posts, despite promotion 
prospects, so that they could work for the French Government 
elsewhere. A Government statement of 6th August, in connection with 
this move by the French magistrates, was banned from a radio broad- 
cast—as such information was considered “inopportune ’’. Various 
dignitaries chosen to sit on the Special Criminal Courts failed to 
appear when required and had to be heavily fined for not doing so. 
M. Soppo Priso (a deputy and once a counsellor of the French Union 
and the brain behind Ahidjo’s policies) when asked whether he was 
named as a member of a special committee to organise the celebration 
of the successes of the Ahidjo Government policy, categorically denied 
any knowledge of it. 


Following the demands of the U.P.C., the Ministries of Finance and 
Labour of the Ahidjo Government called for an amnesty and round- 
table conference. In addition, the Minister of Education and the 
Vice-President took part in a National Conference of Cameroonian 
students, under the honorary chairmanship of Dr. Bebey (who was 
arrested two years ago and whose journal had since been banned), 
and demanded a round-table conference of the Cameroonian parties, a 
new government and immediate elections. 
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SUPPRESSION OF BASIC FREEDOMS 


On his return from the U.N. where he had made promises to re- 
establish democratic freedoms, Ahidjo had a series of special laws 
passed by the so-called Legislative Assembly of the Cameroons elected 
on the authority of the Joi-cadre, (i.e. Order in Council). 


Law 59-31 of 22nd May, 1959 concerns the setting-up of Special 
Criminal Courts ; laws 59-32, 59-33, 59-34 and 59-35 of 27th May, 1959 
alter the laws governing the press, accentuating the arbitrary nature of 
Article 91 of the French Penal Code defining “‘ attempts against the 
security of the State’, creating a “‘ state of emergency ” and a “ state 
of alert ’’. In short, this was a means of preventing any appeal to public 
conscience and any affiliation to political groups. 


Law 59-33 concerning “‘ maintenance of order ”’ gives the Minister of 
the Interior—in the event of ‘“‘ Any dangerous assumptions which could 
constitute a menace to public order ”’—the right to proclaim, by a 
simple decree, a state of emergency in one or more regions of the 
country. Such a state of emergency would allow French Regional 
Commissioners to issue orders immediately to arrest any person whom 
they consider to be a “ danger to public security ’’, and to enforce a 
curfew. Any breach of these measures could mean 2 years imprisonment, 
a loss of all civil rights, including paternal rights, and the rights of 
sojourn. . 


The state of emergency decreed by the Prime Minister empowers the 
Regional Commissioners to make the control and purchase of vehicles a 
matter for the administrative authorities, to establish curfew, and to 
take measures either to arrest suspects or confine them to their homes. 


Even in Algeria, where fighting has been going on for years, emergency 
laws do not empower the authorities to confine suspects to their 
homes ; they are not as blatant as their counterparts in the Cameroons. 


Law 59-34 alters and stiffens Article 91 of the French Penal Code, 
which was severely criticised by French lawyers because of its threat to 
the freedom of the individual. The Algerian authorities did not find it 
necessary to change Article 91 which seems to be more than adequate 
for their indiscriminate persecution and oppression of the Algerian 
patriots. But Franco-Cameroonian authorities are not so “ moderate ’”’. 


Law 59-35 legalises the seizure of newspapers and the confiscation of 
their press—a measure which is illegal in France. Censureship is ensured 
in that proofs, certified as true copies by the publishing manager, must 
be taken to the Regional Commissioners two hours before publication ; 
in the case of weeklies, four hours. The importation of a French periodi- 
cal, which has been banned in the Cameroons, can entail imprisonment 
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for one year and a fine of 120,000 francs. In Algeria the press laws have 
not been so drastically altered. 


Law 59-32 forbids any association with a group not “ recognised as 
being of public utility’ by the Ahidjo Government. All groups must 
first have official authorisation from administrative authorities, who 
alone decide whether their aims would be detrimental to public order. 
Any infraction of this “ law of the Cameroonian State ”’ will be taken 
as fraud and as an abuse of confidence, and the same penalties will be 
enforced. 


These are the laws that the Government enforced after the last 
Session of the U.N. They can only be compared to those that existed 
in fascist Italy and Nazi Germany. 


Even a meeting of the General Council of Cameroonian Workers, 
which was arranged for 25th June, to discuss the work of the Inter- 
national Labour Organisation in Geneva, was banned. Such laws go to 
the extreme and give full authority to the police to search and ransack 
houses, in the absence of their inhabitants. The Secretary of the Port 
Mbong Augustin Union, arrested and then released, was re-arrested 
after complaining that the police stole 15,000 francs from him at the time 
of his arrest. The opposition press, L’Opinion du Kamerun run by Dr. 
Bebey (whose equipment was confiscated) and Kamerun, Mon Pays, 
have been silenced. The Cameroonian Committee of the All-African 
People’s Conference has been dissolved. As happened in Algeria, all 
those accused were placed in prison. 


SPECIAL CRIMINAL COURTS 


The setting-up of Special Criminal Courts (law 59-31, 22nd May, 
1959) surpasses all others in its affrontery. The result is to legalise 
oppression and the general use of torture and murder. 


This law allows the government, “in the case of repeated 
disturbances ’’, to establish, by decree, Special Criminal Courts to deal 
not only with “‘ crimes against the internal security of the state ” but also 
such crimes as “acts of violence, endangering the peace, persons or 
property, and any related crimes or offences ”. They can also, on the 
demand of the Public Minister, carry out immediate sentence for all 
crimes and offences revealed during the proceedings. The pattern is 
therefore an indiscriminate use of penal procedure in these Special 
Criminal Courts. For instance, the Court of Douala—in the case of 
the wounding of two drunken Frenchmen involved with prostitutes— 
sentenced them to a term of imprisonment. However, the Government, 
through Douala Radio, declared these sentences to be an error and 
even “‘ promised that no similar error would take place again ”.This 
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gives a good idea of what “‘ self-government ” and “‘ justice ” mean in 
the Cameroons. 


The Special Criminal Courts can openly violate the spirit of the law. 
The defendants have no right of appeal—as Article 6 states—‘ Special 
Criminal Courts will have final judgment without review ’’. Even in 
Algerian Military Courts condemned patriots, without much hope it is 
true, at least have the right of appeal. This concession to legal form 
has been abolished in the Cameroons, which is certainly the only 
country today where special judges can condemn men to death without 
any concern for even the slightest appearance of legality, with their 
judgment standing without any possibility of appeal or review. 


In July, 5 condemned political prisoners, arrested for activities 
which took place before the law of 22nd May was passed, were executed 
in full daylight before the villagers of Bafoussam market. Wounded 
and dying they were finished off by the police. 


In Algeria, patriots have also been killed in public places and their 
bodies exhibited ; but at least there the Government found it necessary 
to deny these facts. In the Cameroons, M. Ahidjo, “‘ leader of the 
Government” and M. Torre, French High Commissioner, are not so 
sensitive. The law gives them authority to massacre patriots in public 
squares. Under these conditions how could anyone be surprised that the 
Bamileke region is in a complete state of insurrection. 

The Cameroons, in this modern age, stands as the only country in 
the world, Algeria excepted, where the law provides that “ capital 
punishment will be carried out in public, on the scene of the crime ”’. 


JUNE EVENTS 


In Douala, on 24th June, an ex-militant of the U.P.C., Job Rene 
Ngapeth, who had joined the Government, was seriously wounded 
when returning home at about 9.30 p.m. by two shots fired at very 
close range by a stranger. 


On 27th June a group of about 50 men, armed with machettes and 
clubs, assembled at 7.30 p.m. at the Razel Crossroads in Douala at the 
end of Edea Road (in Martime Sanaga, a region supposedly loyal to the 
Government). For 3 hours they were parading and singing patriotic 
songs, and held the road with the support of the local population. 
Going first to the military camp of Mboppi they raided an arms depot, 
after killing a French policeman and “lecturing” a Cameroonian 
guard. (Apart from 2 guns, none of the arms taken by the people were 
found). From there they proceeded to the Frigate Bar favoured by 
colonists, and then to the Les Portiques Cinema in the centre of the 
residential area. During the various fights which took place, one air- 
force officer and three French civilians were killed. It was only at 10.30 
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that the group of young men, going towards the Cantaco nightclub, 
came up against the “security forces” in a pitched battle with the 
Cameroonian guards and police, officered by French policemen. It was 
common knowledge that at the time when action was started the 
Cameroonian guards had refused to take part and the French had so 
little confidence in their loyalty that they gave them no ammunition 
and they had to use their guns as clubs. As a result of these events, all 
the army and police officers of Douala were arrested and the police 
were repatriated. 


On Sth July a group of 40 young men belonging to the National 
Liberation Army, armed only with clubs, machettes and one hunting 
rifle, assembled singing Cameroons, My Country.* They went towards 
the tea room, the Red Donkey, frequented by colonists, owned by a 
man called Tardivel, known to be a violent racist. During the fighting 
Tardivel, who carried a pistol, was killed, as was his sister. The young 
men then went to various European shops, attacked a police car full of 
policemen and chased the Cameroonian Deputy Commissioner of the 
Sub-division. 

During these events in Douala and Yaounde the population showed 
its active support for the freedom fighters, most of whom came from the 
bush nearby. In Douala some of them were housed by inhabitants 
for many days before the demonstration began. In Yaounde, too, some 
young men coming from Douala and Mbalmayo were given shelter by 
the local inhabitants. During the trial in July, the Cameroonian public 
demonstrated their sympathy with the accused. 


On the other hand, the reaction of the “security forces” and the 
demoralisation of the Cameroonian guards, indicate the isolation of the 
Ahidjo Government. 


The Special Criminal Courts sat at the end of July and the beginning 
of August in Yaounde and Douala. They showed to what extent and 
how these special laws can lead to a complete perversion of law. 
Because of the number of cases brought up before the Special Criminal 
Courts, and the need for quick proceedings, the role of the examining 
judge became less and less important. The accused, brought before him 
by policemen who had tortured them, were deprived of lawyers to 
advise them. Brave men from the countryside, not speaking French and, 
knowing nothing of the French legal system were content (from the 
time of the first questioning) purely and simply to confirm the “ con- 
fessions ” they had made to the police. 


The only evidence submitted came from the police. Although there 
was adequate time, no alibi was checked, no witness for the defence 
* U.P.C. Freedom Song. 
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was heard. The police were more concerned with obtaining confessions 
than with establishing the truth. That is why, on 30th July, the judges of 
the Special Criminal Court of Douala noticed with amazement that all 
the accused, in their confessions, claimed to have killed 3 people. This 
was the number the police had fixed to determine when they would 
stop their torture. The absence of lawyers prolonged detention in police 
stations ; the atmosphere created by the May laws contributed in the 
Cameroons, as in Algeria, to the widespread use of torture. 


During the trial of 30th July in Douala, the 4 accused appeared with 
the still visible signs of torture to which they had been subjected three 
weeks before. Tchopladge, Ouwen, and Matik still carried on their 
backs the scars from being hit with a cowhide whip. Bikoi’s arm, which 
had been broken by blows, was still bandaged, and a fifth man, Dessock, 
who had been arrested, held and interrogated, was missing. The official 
story was that he had escaped. Bikoi stated before the court, without 
any protests from the magistrates, that he had died as a result of 
torture. 


On the basis of the confessions given to the police, the prosecutor 
asked for 5 death sentences. The court allowed him 2, that of Tchop- 
ladge, and of Dessock who was alleged to have run away. No Algerian 
court would have dared condemn Audin (General Secretary of the 
Algerian Trade Union Federation) to death. Matik was acquitted due to 
the courageous efforts of his lawyer who proved that he was in 
Nkongsamba during the Douala events. This proved that his confession 
was the result of extortion, but no action was taken against the 
torturers. 


At the Special Court of Yaounde, in August, 34 men showed the 
court marks all over their bodies caused by whipping, by hanging 
from their arms and by electric burns. Etienne Soppo had his left foot 
in plaster and a large bandage on his hand. Mengue Jean Akoa still had 
club marks on his face, all his front teeth were broken and some of his 
side teeth were loose. Mathieu Abeja showed burns on the lower part of 
his stomach ; his sex organ, wrapped in a huge dressing outside his 
trousers, had been burnt by electricity. When questioned, the Police 
Captain and the Chief Commissioner stated that “they could not be 
held responsible for their subordinates ”’. 


The prosecutor asked for 9 death sentences, but the Court condemned 
only 2. No action was taken against the torturers. Seven of the accused 
were acquitted, in spite of their confessions. At the second session of the 
Special Criminal Court in Douala, the Court dismissed the case, because 
the evidence submitted was incomplete and the manner of bringing the 
men to trial showed too complete an abuse of power by the police. 
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GANGRENE 


The representative of the Government of Guinea, at the August 1959 
Conference of Independent African States in Monrovia said : ‘* Neither 
liberty nor independence can be fragmented. The problems will never be 
solved if we isolate them and apply partial solutions to them. The 
events which took place in the Congo, still under Belgian rule, in 
Nyasaland, in the Cameroons and in Algeria, all have the same 
significance.” Events in the Cameroons, the repression there, are not 
isolated phenomena ; they are part of the vast offensive initiated 
by imperialism, particularly French colonialism, to maintain its 
domination in our countries. The methods used in the Cameroons are 
the same as those used in Algeria and the gangrene is spreading to 
France and the countries of the Community. 


Everybody knows that just as torture is used in Algeria and in the 
Cameroons, (and Minister Malraux admits it himself) torture is used in 
France today. 


In the same way as emergency laws were passed in the Cameroons in 
May 1959. The Minister of Justice outlined the reasons for a law 
“tending to strengthen the maintenance of public order”’, affirming that 
“at a time when the government is planning certain reforms 
within the Community, it is essential that any act which might interfere 
with this programme must be suppressed.” Thus in the Ivory Coast 
opposition to the Government programme, which would link the 
country indissoluably to the French Community, becomes acrime against 
the internal security of the State. As in the Cameroons, Article 91 of 
the Penal Code has been changed for the worse. The simple act of 
“ discrediting political institutions ” or even their ‘‘ method of function- 
ing” is an offence punishable by a 3-year prison sentence or a fine of 
2,500,000 francs. As in the Cameroons, the law governing the press 
was changed for the worse. A new press offence endangering public 
morality was created. 


This was the first step towards establishing Special Courts and 
torture, as could be seen in the laws governing the press, for cases 
concerning newspapers are tried summarily. The guilty will be dealt 
with according to the emergency measures. This was the procedure in 
the Special Courts in the Cameroons ; this was the procedure under 
which the Malagasy parliamentarians were arrested in 1947. Similar 
laws were suggested, as we know, by Messrs. Biaggpi and de la Malere 
to the French National Assembly last May, a few hours after the 
“ultra” counter-revolutionaries murdered the Algerian lawyer, 
M. Ould Amria, and on thesame day that the Legislative Assembly of the 
Cameroons voted into law the setting-up of Special Courts. 
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The Government of the 4th Republic, which by an act of sheer 
piracy arrested Ben Bella in May at the Blanche Airport, was acting no 
differently from the Government of the Sth Republic, which had Dr. 
Raseta, the ex-deputy of Madagascar arrested at Djibouti. Nor was its 
behaviour any different from the Ivory Coast Government which 
arrested Professor Memel, an instructor at Conakry Secondary School, 
abducting him from the plane which was taking him from Accra to 
Conakry. When the Community becomes a torture chamber for the 
people, the Africans must refuse to act as assistant executioners. 
Repression in the Cameroons must not take place with the help of 
African troops, as happened in Algeria. We all deplore the fact that 
the troops which guarded Dr. Raseta at Fort-Lamy were those of an 
African Republic which is a member of the Community. 


As the representatives of the Algerian Provisional Government stated 
at the Conference of the Independent African States, the experience of 
guided independence in the Cameroons, is evidence of the sincerity of 
French promises as much for Algeria as for all countries of the Com- 
munity. We must not regard this as a simple coincidence, but as a 
symbol of the complete solidarity of our people in the fight for their 
independence, which cannot be separated from the general fight for 
democratic freedom and the dignity of man. 


The French people must also understand that even under a facade of 
responsible moderate local leaders, the gangrene which is spreading in 
the Black Algerias of Africa may be fatal to their own freedom, and 
to their moral and material interests. It is in the best interest of the 
French that in achieving independence we should have no cause to 
resort to arms in the Cameroons. We are not anti-French, we do not 
intend to expel them from the Cameroons, all we demand is that the 
French people hold back the arms of the murderers in our country. 


* cg * 
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(APPENDIX I) 
AN APPEAL TO WORLD OPINION 


UNION OF THE POPULATIONS OF THE CAMEROONS 
Cameroonian Section of the African Democratic Rally 
BUREAU OF THE LEADING COMMITTEE 
Post Box 716 Conakry/Guinea 


N 97H Ocroser, 1959, the French Government, through the treachery of their 

local agent M. Ahmadou Ahidjo, committed the most callous act. Patriots 

whose only crime was to have fought for the real independence of the Cameroons 
were brutally executed by French troops in Douala, Yaounde and Dschang. It will be 
recalled that barely six months ago the same fate was suffered by five patriots : 
Louis Jounjou, Pierre Simo, Jean Kuetche, Maurice Tchuembou and Simeon 
Tabongua. 

These shocking murders were committed in the centre of the public square, a 
thing which could not have happened in any civilised country. They took place a 
few months after the ‘tindependence ’’of a country where it is claimed that democracy 
and the basic human freedoms are being respected, and they show the stagnation 
in the Cameroons and the incapacity of the Ahidjo Government to maintain order 
in a territory where the Government claims to have the full support of the people. 
They also prove that the Ahidjo regime is maintaining itself only by a bare thread 
which is sure to break tomorrow. They prove finally, that in spite of all the clamour 
of propaganda put out by France, the Cameroonian people, though savagely 
tortured, is pledged to freeing themselves from the fascist regime that the French 
Government is forcing upon their country. 

Every day that passes proves that we were right last March when we said in the 
United Nations that M. Ahidjo was simply trying to increase his personal prestige 
when he gave assurances that he would promote a democratic regime in the 
Cameroons. History also proves daily that we were equally right last March when we 
told the international court that the independence France was so “ generously ”’ 
ceding to us was no more than a camouflage for the real intention of the French 
Government to gradually bring our country into the French Community. Daily 
events substantiate our warning to all democrats in the world, when we proclaimed 
that a dictatorship was being maintained in the Cameroons by means of bayonets 
and that all freedom loving people should come to our aid. 


And today we see : 


(1) All civil liberties have been suppressed in the Cameroons. It is forbidden 
for more than 2 people to walk together and in all the regions of the territory 
a curfew has been enforced from 5 p.m. All newspapers have been banned 
except those which conform to the dictates of the governing powers. 


(2) Although the country has got its nominal autonomy, a few months after all 
administrative and economic affairs are still in the hands of French 
authorities. There are no Cameroonian magistrates, no Cameroonian 
District Commissioners and there is only one Cameroonian lawyer. Since 
certain agreements were made between Ahidjo and France, all the aero- 
dromes and ports have now been leased to France for a period of 99 years. 
Although it is generally thought that a contract cannot be signed between a 
guardian and his ward, the secret agreements signed by Ahidjo and France 
means just this, and will make the “‘ independent’? Cameroons a French 
colony. 

(3) M. Ahidjo allowed the Cameroons to become a part of the European 
Common Market, which all the African people are against. 
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All these factors have aroused the indignation of our people. Discontent has also 
reached the European residential population and even governmental circles. This is 
the explanation for the resignation of M. Nijine, ex-Vice-President of the Ahidjo 
Government. After having remarked on the unpopularity of their government and 
the general discontent of the people. M. Michel Njine submitted a detailed confiden- 
tial report to M. Ahidjo last September. In this report he asked M. Ahidjo to take a 
courageous stand by negotiating with the U.P.C. in order to bring peace to the 
country so that by January 1960 the complete independence of the Cameroons 
could be realised. M. Njine suggested that prior to negotiation, a total and un- 
conditional amnesty should be declared and that the U.P.C. should be legally 
re-instated by rescinding the Decree of 13th July, 1955. This report, which was 
submitted by a member of his party, the Cameroonian Union, was simply brushed 
aside, because M. Ahidjo received assurances that all measures had been taken to 
crush the aspirations of the people of the Cameroons by means of force, and without 
any international guarantee ensuring that this country will not become a part of the 
harps Community. It is appropriate in this respect to deal with two important 
acts : 


(a) At the secret conference held in Douala on 16th September, 1959, in 
conjunction with the European population of the area which was attended 
by the following: Mayor of Douala, Head of the Army, Head of 
Police, Airforce Commander, Security Chief and the District Commissioner, 
and all the other administrative heads, M. Ahidjo stated that he was far 
from altering his opinion, and had no alternative but to maintain it. He 
called upon all Europeans to remain calm, assuring them that their lives 
would be protected by the military reinforcements which he expected from 
the territories of the French Community. He is supposed to have fixed 
last 1st October as the latest date for the arrival of these troops. He instructed 
the military commandant to give his soldiers the authority to shoot at 
suspected persons, without warning. He also assured his audience that with 
the military bases installed at Manoka, Bonaberi, Penja (Bobe), Dschang 
and almost throughout the western frontiers of the country, the rebellion 
would soon be put down. In conclusion, M. Ahidjo declared that ‘‘ after 
achieving independence”? his government ‘“‘ would assume a military 
character.’’* 


(b) The brutal murder of the four young patriots in the public squares of 
Douala, Yaounde and Dschang took place, as though by accident, the day 
after the return from Paris of M. Torre, the French High Commissioner. 


All the evidence at hand suggests that these barbarous methods have been resorted 
to, in the Cameroons, with the collusion of the French Government. 


And finally, these events must not be dissociated from the fact that the French 
Delegation alone, when confronted with the grave state of affairs in the Cameroons, 
opposed the hearing which the Fourth Committee of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations recently granted the U.P.C. on 29th September. It even appears that 
these public murders, unique in their kind, carried out a few days after the debate 
in the U.N. on the Cameroons, in which the Cameroons were represented by the 
French, had been intentionally planned by France in order to demonstrate her 
contempt for all United Nations decisions. 

In view of all these attacks on civil liberties, we issue an appeal to world conscience, 
to all the progressive organisations, that they should stop the fascists in the Cameroons 
and ask the U.N. to assume its political responsibilities in a situation which is a 


* The Times (London, 20th October, 1959) carried the news of the demand of Ahidjo for special 
powers, which have now been passed after a stiff opposition from his hand-picked Assembly. 
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human tragedy and could so easily degenerate into a general war. We count on all 
the people who believe in peace to make sure that this crime ends. Our appeal is 
especially addressed to the French people, in whose name this massacre is being 
carried out. 


FELIX-ROLAND MovumIE. 
Conakry, 10th October, 1959. 


(APPENDIX II) 

JOINT COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 

OF LIBERIA, THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUINEA, AND THE 

PRIME MINISTER OF GHANA, AT SANNIQUELLIE, LIBERIA, 19th JULY, 
1959 


(Extract) 


WE, the President of the Republic of Liberia, the President of the Republic of 
Guinea, and the Prime Minister of Ghana, meeting at Sanniquellie, Republic of 
Liberia, from 15th to 18th July, 1959, 


HAVING REVIEWED matters of common concern to our respective States and 
Africa in general, 


HAVE DECIDED THAT: 


1. Cameroons—We deplore the present situation in that Territory, and we 
consider that free elections under United Nations supervision before independence 
is the most effective and democratic means of solving the present crisis. We appeal 
to the conscience of the world and the members of the United Nations to support 


our efforts to bring the matter before the next session of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations. 
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